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Formal Verhs Informal Verhs Verh Usages
Present/Future Tense ~| =S Present/Future Tense [~ U] IN] ~E RaIES + g
Past Tense [~ ER= O Past Tense ® If. El+& [fnot.. BN+ 7HG&LE
Progressive Tense +WEY Progressive Tense +W% (N]) +5 B+ mpofes
Negative Present/Future [ ~| ER=c W Negative Present/Future +7E0 D Vst /haveto HELE RN ®
Negative Past Tense B - EEATLE Negative Past Tense +lxhofe @ + NS BTN
Command Form +<{feEWn Command Form ~TERRy s>
[ ~| ey (U-Verbs) [ 42 > L3 After... 5
Usually considered rude!  (RU-Verbs) m+ A KB - + E(‘:—(
Negative Command +1EWTLIZELY Negative Command +7EW\WT Before... +E AT
B+ @ Because... D+ H5,/ DT
Potential Form (U-verbs) (4 + £ Potential Form U-verbs) @ + 5 @© Inorderto... B+ fzshic
- can/ableto RU-Verbs) Y + 59 RU-Verbs) [} + 5ND While...  (atthesame time) (=] Eg )
§2->TCEEY B> IGNET 95> TEB <B>Th? Even if/when... +%
Want to... [~ B Rl AYera Want to... [~ E A ®  May..  (permisible) +EH+00 D
Don't want to... B+ 7e<BEWTT Don't want to... B =<7z @ Tryto..  toattempt&check theresult + B (N}
Let’s... B +FL&D Lets... [~0U] to make an effort ) (N]
« Shall we.../Shall 1~ foryou? BN + EL&LDH + Shall we.../Shall I ~ foryou? (1) + H Must not... +lEWFEND
Passive Form U-verbs) [ + NFE T Passive Form U-verbs) [ + D @® Todoinadvance... +5< (N)
=tobe ~ed ®RU-Verbs) @) + HNEF T RU-Vers) [ + 51D To do too much... B 9E3 (N]
95> TNEd (B> THNET T3> s <% T5h% To do... and so on. [~ TA S +9% (N)
Causative Form UVerbs) @) + HET Causative Form U-verbs) @) + 3 @  To((irreversibly) do... +LED (N)
= toallowforce RU-Verbs) () + THE T (RU-Verbs) (WY + X2 Combination Verb 20 -+ VERB2
B EHES <Bo TETHET 5> EEB B ITED Chaining Phrases + PHRASE 2
Conjugating Verhs Hiragana
U-VERB RU-VERB 33 <% U-VERB TE/TA ENDINGS bhhTrkkExzR3IEFTEPHE D
Litilk By /=X 5;: L Z Final Kana of Verb A KA G“% SA ZA TA D“? NA HA BA‘ PAQ MA YA RA WA
L N E ;;% g :f% 3,2,% —» oC ok WEEXLUBBICOUTUTH D
g 2 e . ~ I KI GI SHI JI CHI JI NI HI BI PI MI RI
g A5G, — AT AR - - - . G
¢ Ersnl v @ TUR O MY 5T T O TASRREB B A
@25l feNa kS LES Ell 285 X 2 o U KU GU SU ZU TSU ZU NU FU BU PU MU YU RU N
o BEFNC LT B FC ¢ 2 WC WE sy P T T RANRD R
iragana chart. g =N fe i ~ T [«
g @Y e Fes LT e K E KE GE SE ZE TE DE NE HE BE PE ME RE
excepTions —> U< (to go) in TE/TA-form becomes L>C /L3> 7z Bl FFLEEDODIFEFIEFL &K AR
—> The BZ) ending for verbs ending in  is: 10 O KO GO SO ZO TO DO NO HO BO PO MO YO RO WO
U-VERBS L3 (to need), 10U 3 (to enter), L3 (to know), €2 (to cut) Katakana
(THAT LOOK LIKE RU-VERBS) £ (to go home), 9°\3 (to slide), 17 (to kick) ST T e v
7 j NN N Y =7 U
Forms of T35 (1o he) Caution! A KA GA sa TA DA NA HA BA PA MA YA RA WA
FORMAL INFORMAL fTFF>yyryy_rees U
R SO N I KI GI SHI JI CHI JI NI HI BI PI MI RI
s s e ® MY AT IIT AR TR T T T LAy
Past Tense L ol / U KU GU SU ZU TSU ZU NU FU BU PU MU YU RU N
Probable TL&D %5 T Bl B r F AR R L
Negative Present Tense  Cl3 &Y E A Cei @ TSU SHI T 77 A
Negative Past Tense TEHVERATLEE  Crhbholz ® \‘/ ?\/ E Wiy CE \SE \ZE TE Df‘ L -
Negative Probable TIEGELWTLLD CeBEWLEAD / J Fadavy kK /SRR EI BT
— - - O KO GO SO ZO TO DO NO HO BO PO MO YO RO WO
* 7253 is very direct. If you're unsure, it is safer to use L &>
* When nominalized (converted to a noun) 7Z changes to 75 before 0D, and C 5 before & JLPT Level N5 Kanji  0: -1
Ina
Rdjective Conjugation — — = WM h 7} {g f; ZL + E< T+ 13
. (15 < Th L ey 3 L =3 E5 Cw> (623 Hh A
i-ADJECTIVES NA-ADJECTIVES AN 7 B &£ B3 H kK i /i\ T BN
(&P fast D FrEs cheerful person  child man  woman  sun  moon fire water  tree  money ground big small
ER.E nouFor - speed IThAZE NounrorM  cheer J: ‘F E E )\ H:[l I:FI ﬁ—ﬁ ?\'ﬁ % /}\ M/
< ADVERBFORM.— quickly \FAEIT mvesron cheerfully up down  left right in out  inside outside  front  back  many  few half
ti:;}? . fast?ndt... o IFAET cheerful and... I:t[h E ﬁ fI_E: H IYIJ A ﬂﬁ:“ E’E “I ,J_tl $ {Et
Do Z Wwas 1as AdjECtiVeS thatendin U are i‘Adje(tiVes, mou eye an! 001 ear en ‘00 jower store rver mountain c@r stree
[ER.L7E0 not fast (N} except where the final U is part of a kanji. 5& E /:/\ tF‘ H% i ﬁi EJ :”: I__fllg:l‘ ﬁ
1D L HEh ot wasn't fast @ father ~ mother  friend now noon hour week year what north south east west
. . EASILY CONFUSED NA-ADJECTIVES 4 17 = = = E="SNE - S == BV ARAN
BRI if fast : T R A H 5 & 7 L H ¥ o Ik
- . ] S (T / beautiful go come  see hear '&?)/l I?alk Ial?gEge Fr:ead viv?te buy  leam understand  rest
[EFe LGN if not fast Cuval (T8 / polte) . " e = el
E®.9ES too fast (N]) ZTHN (R / unfair ﬁ ﬁk f‘E VAR E %éﬁ A 2L FEE flﬁ H:
- Drop 7 from NA-Adjectives i followed by a form of <% eat drink live stand meet old new high safety long interval previous  each
& - 1 = = i
* L0 (good) always conjugates as &> ,%R 7[‘7)2 ?i EEL X\ = K ﬂgj
* Itis possible (but uncommon) to add < to a NA-Adj. when useing it as a noun (ie. 17 A =) station  school company country  name electricity heaven  spirit sky fish rain white
@) :“Noun-able”form (a form that can be nominalized with Z & or 0D) : Considered inappropriate when addressing superiors. : 7% UNT 9 isinterchangable with 85 %) Kt A (the latter s slightly more formal).
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WA - Topic Marker

Written with hiragana “ha’, but pronounced “wa”

* Marks the topic of a sentence. (non-grammatical relationship)
« Contrasts one option or thing against others. (A vs. B, C, D)
+ Used when elaborating on things already known to the listener.

BFEbfeL B SATA LELT
As for the car, | was the one who drove it.

=~

EHEA I BHRZE EOTVET,
Mr. Tanaka has money. (he is rich)

GA - Subject Marker

« Marks the subject of a verb. (grammatical relationship)
« Distinguishes one option or thing from others. (A vs. 727)

ya)

+ Used when adding new things/information to a conversation.

« Used when describing specific things with adjectives.
+ Marks objects of potential-form verbs. can/ableto
* (Used as an conjunction [between phrases]) : “

IZIFAT B TTL IEEET, fels
(1) can speak Japanese a little.

SHEA D HBHRE EOTVET,
Mr. Tanaka has the money. (with him now)

WA vs. GA (Detailed Article) - http://nihonshock.com/waga

« Marks the object of a verb.
= With verbs of motion, shows where the motion occurs.

D& MVELI o' ER
(1) bought shoes. Tofly (in) the sky

I

A

To talk about (things

NI - The “Aiming” Particle

Written with hiragana “wo’, but the “w” sound is very faint.

LR D TE % IFET,

of ) one’s self.

+ Marks an indirect object (the person/thing an action is done for/directed toward)

+ Marks a destination, direction or specific place for an action. (to/at)

+ Marks a specific point in time (ie. Monday / 3pm /1972 / July)

« Marks a period of time that something repeats in. (ie. twice a week)

+ Marks direct objects for: 5% (to become), % (to meet), D (to ride)

HhDOL& ITIEA & HifT,
(1) gave her a book.

k T0 - The “Glue” Particle

Let's go to the park on Saturday.

« Links nouns to create a complete__a_r_l_d_’_’_g[gup.
- Marks quoted speech or phrasal objects: &% (to think),

ESOVITTORAIT VWEELED, WBICE IT O—k— & [TiFL D,
(1) drink 2 cups of coffee a day.

When quoting speech, & can become > (informal)

HM< (to write)

+ Shows a natural/predictable “if-then” relationship between clauses.

+ Marks onomatopoeic words. (words that mimic sounds)

: “And” group :
PRR ECLSLIE AL LELT,

()] had an argument with (my) boss and manager.

.' Phrasal object
IWT A ThNnfik BEVET,

(1) think the chair broke.

DE - The “Enabling” Particle

TZTZ LWEET
to speak in whispers

« Marks a place, area, or length of time inside which something occurs.

+ Marks a method, tool or circumstance under which something happens.

T
+ Marks a material or substance; composition.

ML Z IThh THIFAELZ, FLOIE TALY TEELR
(1) learned kanji in two years. Today (1) came by train.

%) MO - Even/Riso Marker

(% replaces 1%, 1%, and % completely, but follows all other particles)

£383 TN ITF—
a scarf made of wool

+ Used with other particles to add a meaning of “also/too” or “even.”

+ Turns interrogative words (£, 72, L D, etc.) into every~/all~ words.

}a}a*b\ 26 LWEELT

(1) also/even went to Osaka. It's okay even if (you) ignore (him).

* Marks a sentence as a guestion.

* Links nouns to create an “or” group.
* Turns interrogative words into some~ words.

-also marks objects of 225°% (understand), (& LUNT Y (want), and I ETY (like).
: & (and 75") groups list all their members, > only lists some.

GLLTHLL T & APMIEWDEE5 TY,
He is always like that.

(Can be used instead of (<
to mark a destination.

1 (who) + b = =2uh (someone) E Note: hiragana “he”is used.
(ﬁ . . o . S
. Ehovtv: p_ostsessmn. (7L = my/mine) Links nouns to create an
OMDINES TWO NOUNS. incomplete “and” group. .
Note: the final noun becomes the “primary” meaning.
NO HL L D <B% = the company car YA Fh R ZATD
\ ) <%F D H L L» =acar company books and pencils (and such)

: Relative time words, like T &>
: &L F% can sound patronizing; 40729 (to hand over) is a safe alternative.

ZUY

WELhHA felF T <&y,
Please wait for just one hour.

L7y

&

I haven't but one thousand yen.

HODO

ZDLBF 1F TDBE FE 1FPEVTT,
That car is not as fast as this car.

i)
YORI

N~———

TE

N——

BEP TH DHELLID,
Shall we drink some tea or something?

B

gAY

HD ELSLD IF BABDT IEHY VWET,
That classroom has nothing but girlsin it.

7’3’5
i“(“
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* Marks a limited amount or extent of something. ("not more than”)
+ Used with TE % (and other potential-form verbs) to mean “as ~ as possible”

TED R IEP<HWVT FEEL,
Please write it as quickly as you can.

MNIB 1 DT KFEELy,
Please write as much as you can.

* Marks a firm extent/limit (usually one which presents a problem for the speaker).
* Emphasizes the negation of anything beyond the extent/limit.

SHIKR Therefore, L. " is always is used with a negative verb form.
HAZA LD E0TVETA.  LRLATLE B TEN B, Bl LD TEEL,

I've never seen it except in pictures. Only you can do it.

* Marks a degree or extent of something. (not small)
* Marks an approximate number or length of time.
* Marks the greater element in a negative comparison. ("ot as ~ as”)
&5 B W ek ot 1FE hsLELTz,
| laughed so hard that my stomach became painful.

* Marks the lesser element in a positive comparison. (“more than”)
* “From ~" (when closing a private letter)

ZDKBE & TD KBFE &Y [EPLTT,
That car is faster than this car.

+ Marks a possibility or suggestion.

« Turns interrogative words into any~ words.

« (Used as an conjunction [before a phrase]) : “even so/but/however, ...”

WDTH TAb LT KEEL,
Please call me anytime.

« Marks an approximate or negotiable degree, amount, or length of time.
(speaker feels that the stated number/extent is a fair and/or reasonable estimate)

« Alternate form: <500
DAL Z Lo <ol EbTNEN K
If you write a kanji about 10 times, you won't forget it.

* Means“only”, or “to the exclusion of other things”
* Informally, can be pronounced (£-H™) / IE->h / I&>H L for emphasis.

PN D WSTEESZ IFoh 1,
Everything he says s a lie.

EBfeb b5 EEE LT
I heard about it from a friend.
TWAR & DINe HS F5ZELY,
| can't pay because | forgot my wallet.

* Marks a starting place or time.
* Marks a source of information.
* Marks a reason when used after ().

HLE I WEL DS TALETTT,
the meeting is from 1 o'clock until 3 o'clock.
&Lz £TIT LR—F & HWOT LFEEL,

* Marks an ending place or time.
* When followed by i<,

MADE means “by/before” Please write the report by tomorrow.
NOUN DDJAD)JVERBJ £ 3% Comparison Give/Receive
* Marks the greater element in a positive comparison Superior/Qutsider
(&%) marks the lesser element). /') -
* (an take past tense verbs even for non-past sentences. sLbliFs  Wef<
LENS &Y FAEWL IT EV 1EDS B IEPL TT, G‘\ve&f SuB_én Receive
Rather than looking it up, it would be faster to ask the teacher. ( : o
HIT5 55
([ M (ED hES5h  Whether or not ~> S 7
D IFAE DD H ES D DABATVET, .
I'm considering whether or not to buy this book. Give (to me)
Informal <nhs
- M 7
liouN] He-TRY 4 About/Regarding ‘b | <TEER
D LR—=MIEIFA DNELITDVT TY, c & =
) ) ' onjunctions
This report is about Japanese history. (hetween phrases)
D (ED 78 Conjunctive Adverbs 7©° A, butB
In order to (start a sentence) ITné&E A, butB
o Al by Fa0re Aso,..  V}INLEE  eventhoughA, B
[EIEATENAESSLTVS, | TEHD  Therefore(so),...  DIT even though A, B
In ordertqgoto]apan, LAHL  However (but), ... =) because of A, B
| am studying Japanese. TE  However(but),.. DT because of A, B
~Tz&+IT: Adverbform T21FE  However (but), .. 35 ifA, B
~Tedd+D: Adjectiveform  T27EL However (but), .. & if A, (unavoidably) B
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(today), & L 7z (tomorrow), &

D (yesterday), 5L MF D (next month) etc. do not take (.
: | marks the grammatical subjects of potential-form verbs.
ilable at: http://ch
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